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Life and study in Nigata

| came from Romania as a research student, in January 1996. As many
newcomers to Japan, | was very worried about my ability to live away
from my family, to study in a foreign country and to adjust to foreign
customs. Once in Niigata, | realized that | was surrounded by many kind
people ready to help me in my study and to accustom to my new life. In
less than one month all my fears had completely vanished and | was
able to concentrate with joy on study and research in a faculty provided
with the best high-technology equipment. As soon as my Japanese
speaking ability improved a bit, | could make many friends inside and
outside the faculty. Through them | got acquainted with Japanese life,
food, and customs. | will never forget the annual parade across Bandai
bridge on August 8th, the fireworks of Niigata and Nagaoka summer
festivals, the beauty of rice fields in spring and of camellia blooms under
the snow, the sunset over Sado Island. | can hardly believe that five
years already flied away. It's difficult to enumerate in a few words all the
good memories | am taking back home with me. | will miss a lot the kind
advice of my mentors, the parties with my collegues, the walks by the
seaside, the "onsens’, the taste of Niigata's rice, and so many other
things. And | still have so much to learn in Japan. | really hope | will have
the opportunity to come to Niigata again.
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